Truly the "mons parturiens" has brought forth the "ridiculus mus," and from all sides we hear loud sounds of disapprobation and discontent. strength; where are they to be pocured from P The service is not at all so attractive now as it was a few years ago, and half that number were not then obtainable. It must also be remembered that the country will be flooded by men who having served their 10 years are turned loose on the world with their ?1,000 bonus.
There is one point that has always been lost sight of, viz.', in former days many men with a little private means entered the medical service with a view to passing a pleasant military life. .This class of men must entirely cease to be represented, and though from a purely professional point of view they are not to be regretted, yet they were very useful in many ways, and having mouey were able to uphold the credit of the profession in cavalry regiments and crack-corps, the expenses of which too often deterred the poorer man from joining them. Now men are expected to euter the service on really lower terms than formerly ; much more work is expected, and indeed exacted from them; yet they are offered no We have no belief in the stability of this short service system, and we predict that within five years this famous warrant of 1876 will be either entirely abrogated, or so altered as not to be recognisable.
Note.?Since the above was put into type, the Lancet of 27th
May, has come to hand. In it we see that a competitive examination will be held on 14th of August next. The limit of age lias been extended to 32 years, and 50 appointments are offered for competition? Now is the time for the unsuccessful Medical Practitioner, and the idle and worthless of the schools to come forward and settle themselves for a few years, at the expense of the good of the Army, the prestige of the Service, and the equanimity of Commanding Officers.
